5% Local Steering Committee meeting

Peace Garden, Nevin & 1st Street

May 3, 2008

Facilitator: Michael 

Notes: Carla 
Present: Iyalode, Paula, Park, Adrienne, Michael, Roert, Carla 

Announcements
1. MLK Jr. Park/Nystrom Village – Victory Garden proposal (Park)

· Park and Carla have developed a proposal to create a demo victory garden project that could be part of NPS park tours. It could have interpretive signs and materials and be a center for resources and classes. MLK Park could be the site for this project.
· The city is redesigning MLK Park, and Tony Norris said there could be space for a Victory Garden.

· Park presented this idea at the Parks & Rec meeting. The Rec Dept might be able to fund a community garden coordinator.

· The project could be kicked off at the upcoming visit and public talk by Rose Hayden-Smith, agricultural and home front historian, food policy reformer/advocate and educator.

· Sunpower, a large solar company in the Ford building, has adopted MLK Park and Nystrom school and might be interested in supporting such a project (Carla). They held an earth day event at the park recently, and Carla met with a company representative to discuss community involvement.
· Adrienne is the P&R Commission liaison to MLK Park and could be helpful.

· The NYRVE initiative is rebuilding the Nystrom school, Nystrom Village and Maritime Child Development Center (Adrienne).
· Discussion about connection to World War II – Michael thinks Victory Garden nomenclature is appropriate on a limited basis but doesn’t want to use the term for other community garden projects – thinks it sends the wrong message due to connection with the military. We can ask Rose Hayden Smith, an agricultural and home front historian who is promoting victory gardens, to address this issue in her talk on May 29.

· Discussion about grant-seeking and issues of race and ethnicity in 5% Local Coalition. Do grant seekers represent, and do grants benefit, the community?
· Suggestion to have a social gathering for the group.
2. Iyalode is planning a demonstration community garden on the greenway that focuses on native, medicinal plants with interpretive signage and classes. She will break ground in the summer.

2. Updates on Gardens

· Dover School/Paula – Paula is feeling burned out. There has not been enough time for the garden coordinators to meet and plan. The garden will be rebuilt in Fall 2009. This might be an opportunity to get a team together to do more planning. Suggestions were compiling a wish list and having folks sign up at work days for specific tasks.
· Lake Elementary/Iyalode. This is a new garden located at a school in San Pablo by RR tracks. Some plants and the “worm bathtub” have been vandalized, but the kids are really enjoying it.
· Lincoln School/Park. Park holds work days Monday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. The fava bean harvest has been huge. The garden inside school grounds has been vandalized, but not on the greenway. Doria will be managing the community garden side on the greenway (10 beds), and Berryland. She’ll be available Thursday evenings, 5 pm – 7 pm.
· Carla attended the West County School Gardener meeting. Carla handed out the Victory Garden booklet and asked if they’d like to have a table at the Home Front Festival (perhaps with other gardening groups) and/or participate in a victory garden poster contest. Those present were enthusiastic about both items.
· 5% Local booth at West county Earth Day event. Park reports that he did get signups.

Upcoming events

· Jr. Ranger Day at Berryland, Saturday, 5/10. There will be 3 stations – planter-building & mulching, sign-painting and junior ranger activity tables (where kids can fill out workbooks on victory gardens) at the 5/10 Berryland work day. Carla will coordinate the Jr. Ranger activity, and will bring tables, chairs and food. Park will coordinate the sign-painting, and Paula will oversee the Berryland activities. She’ll also bring kid shovels, cardboard and mulch. Doria will bring extra gloves. Helpers are needed – please arrive by 9 am for instructions (Carla).
· Victory Garden Talk, 5/29 at 7 pm at MLK Community Center. Rose Hayden-Smith, a nationally-recognized Food and Society Policy Fellow and historian specializing in the Victory Garden movement will be visiting from southern California to give a public talk on 5/29, tour local community garden and home front sites, and participate in a luncheon policy discussion on 5/30 at Verde Elementary (location determined post-meeting). Flyers are available from Carla. (Park)

· Stewardship Council grant. Park submitted a letter of inquiry for a collaboration grant under the auspices of the Parks & Rec Dept. A full proposal was requested, due in 2 weeks.
· Lunch/Policy Talk at Verde Garden - May 30th. Park is arranging a luncheon for West Contra Costa County leaders and policy makers to discuss policies and initiatives to improve our local food system with Rose Hayden-Smith, a nationally-recognized Food and Society Policy Fellow and historian specializing in the Victory Garden movement.
· Table for May 31st family day at Nystrom
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